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Who takes care of the cherry trees?

The care of the cherry trees is entrusted to the National Mall and
Memorial Parks tree crew, each one a professional arborist. Their hard
waork and loyalty to this precious resource has ensured the survival of
the flowering cherries, living gifts and symbaols of friendship.

How you can help!

During your visit, there are things you can do to protect the trees such
as not walking on the roots, not picking the blossoms, and not climbing
the trees, To help maintain and preserve the Cherry trees you can
donate to the Cherry Tree Endowment Fund by calling {202) 407 - 3408
or by going online to:

www.nationalmall.org/donationform.php

Use the drop down menu to select Cherry Tree Endowment Fund, The
fund is managed by the Trust for the National Mall, the official
non-profit partner of the National Park Service dedicated to restoring
and improving the National Mall,

Do the cherry trees pro;:lg:e fruit?
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According to the Chief Horticulturist of ™

the park, cherry trees produce a pea-sized

cherry that starts to develop shortly after

flowering, They are small and green at

first, but increase in size and mature from

a dark purple ta black In early summer.

Unlike the sweet or sour cherries which are

arown for human consumption, the flowering cherry fruit is
with very little "flesh™ surrounding the pit. They are eaten b
a5 they start to mature and are typically'gone by midsummer,

Spend an afternoon with-a Park Ranger.

Ambaisadod re-enact the 1972

Want to learn more?

Website: www.nps.gov/cherry
or

www.nationalcherryblossomfesitval.org
Radio: 1670 AM

Guide By Cell: (202) 747-3465

Festival Information Line: (877)-44-BLOOM

Black Garters, Large Rodents, and Cherry Trees.
What's the Connection?

In the spring of 1999 the symbaol of friendship, the herald of spring, the
natural icon of the National Mall: the Japanese Cherry Trees were
threatened by locals, These locals are native to the region and are the
largest rodents in North America. They average 3 feet (1 m) in length
and weigh up to 44 |bs. (20kg). Their incisors allow them to fell large
trees, They eat tree bark, water plants, shrubs, grasses, and fruits.
These rodents are beavers and three of them felled four trees in 1999
and damaged several others causing a national uproar. The National
Park Service had to decide how to manage the native beaver species
and the non-native cherry trees, Relocating the beaver family solved
the problem. Physical barriers were also installed around more
wulnerable trees, These black “garters” and chicken wire enclosures
keep beavers from girdling and killing the trees. Management practices
have been successful so far, ensuring the legacy of the cherry trees lives
on to hearken again the coming of spring in our nation’s capital,
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What's in a name?

Scientific names are comprised of the genus and species, with the first letter of the
genus capitalized and species lowercase, and both underlined or italicized, For
oxample:
Prunus serrulata = Oriental Cherry
Beyond grouping to the species level, there are also subspecies or varieties, These
are naturally ocourring, populations {not just individuals) that differ from the rest of
the species. When naming varieties, the letters var. are used, as in:
Prunus subhirtella var. pendula = Weeping Japanese Cherry
Prunus subhirtella var. autumnalis = Autumn Flowering Cherry
Beyond the species level there is the ‘cultivar’ grouping. These are like varieties,
except they aren't naturally occurring. Cultivars (cultivated variety) are developed by
humans deliberately breeding plants of the same species to develop some desired
trait, and that trait will be passed on to the plants' offspring when grown from
seeds, When writing the name of a cultivar, the cultivar name is not italicized and is
not in Latin, it s always in single quotes, Examples on the Mall:
Prunus serrulata "Kwanzan® = Kwanzan Cherry
Prunus serrulata ‘Fugenzo’ = Fugenzo Cherry
There can be cultivars of varieties. The name would lock like this: Cornus flarida var,
rubra "Cherokee Chief’. Some cultivars have desirable traits that cannot be passed on
to offspring through a seed, These are called forma. The enly way for these types of
plants to reproduce is to have humans grow new trees from cuttings. An example on
the Mall is:
Prunus spachiana f. ascendans = Usuzumi Cherry
Crosses between two different species are called "hybrids.” Hybrids do accur in
nature among animals, but are much more common with plants. $o much so, that
many of the plants that you find in your yard are hybrids, Though humans have
deliberately produced many of these, some have been found in nature and then
purposely propagated by humans. One example is our most prominent cherry tree.
Prunus x yedoensi = Yoshine Cherry
The %" between the genus and species indicates that this is a hybrid, It weas first
noticed in Tokyo in 1872 We do have cultivars of hybrids.
Prunus x yedoensis "Akebona” = Akebona Cherry
Prunus x yedoensis Afterglow’ = Afterglow Cherry

Thoughtt of ity beauty would drive slesp away.
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FPoems hanging from a blossarming fapanese Cherry Thee

We highly recommend taking the easy to use Metrorail system as a
means of getting around town. The station most convenient to the
cherry trees is the Smithsonian stop at 12th Street and Independence
Awe 5L

We want you ta have a fun and safe cherry blossom viewing experi-
ence. Use caution when visiting the park, especially crossing the
streets. Please use crosswalks.

Picking the flowers . ..

Wearing blossoms in your hair ...
Climbing the trees ...

Gnawing down trees for dam
construction . .,

May seem fun and harmless, but these
activities hurt the trees and are prohibited.

PLEASE DO NOT PICK THE BLOSSOMS!

The National Cherry Blossom Festival® celebrates the gift of the cherry
bloassam trees and the enduring friendship between the citizens of the
United 5tates and Japan. The Festival is an annual two-week, city-wide
event featuring over 150 international cultural performances, sporting
events, arts & crafts demonstrations and other special events,
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All living things are connected! Plants and animals need food just like
we do in order to survive. The bright colorful flowers of the cherry
trees attract people to them and also play a big role in nature! Flowers
need pollen from other flowers to make seeds. How do they get that
pollen? From insects such as bees who carry the pollen from one flower
to another. The bees love pollen because it is their food! What would
happen if there were no flowers? Would there be any bees?

Help the bee find its way to the cherry blossom! Then see if you can
find words that relate to the cherry blossoms in the puzzle below!
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Unscramble the shaded letters to find a word that describes the blossoms. **
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PINK
SAKURA
CHERRY

BLOSSOMS
PAGODA
FRIENDSHIP
LANTERN
GIFTS
YOSHIND
JAPAN
WHITE
BEAVER
RANGER
BUD
TREE
TIDAL BASIN
SYMEOL
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